RISE   OF   ETHEL   BARRYMORE

London by Ellen Terry, who philosophically accepts
the verdict of the years, and the daughter, played by
the popular leading woman Irene Vanbrugh, who steps
into her place.

"Would you like to play in 'Alice'?" asked Frohman.

"Yes," said Miss Barrymore,

"Which part?"

"I would rather have you say," said Miss Barrymore.

Just then the telephone-bell rang. Barrie had called
up Frohman to find out if he had cast the play.

"I was just talking it over with Miss Barrymore/'
he replied.

Then there was a pause. Suddenly Frohman turned
from the telephone and said:

"Barrie wants you to play the mother."

"Fine!" said Miss Barrymore. "That is just the
part I wanted to do."

In "Alice-Sit~By-the-Fire" Miss Barrymore did a
very daring thing. Here was an exquisite young woman
who was perfectly willing to play the part of the mother
of a boy of eighteen rather than the younger r61e,
and she did it with such artistic distinction that Barrie
afterward said of her:

"I knew I was right when I wanted her to play the
mother. I felt that she would understand the part."

"Alice-Sit-By-the-Fire" was done as a double bill
with "Pantaloon," in which Miss Barrymore's brother,
John Barrymore, who was now coming to be recognized
as a very gifted young actor, scored a big success.
Later another brother, Lionel, himself a brilliant son
of his father, appeared with her.

The theater-going world was now beginning to look
upon Ethel Barrymore as one of the really charming
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